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A SERMON, 


2 PETER, is 13. 4. 


I think it meet, as long as I am in this tabernacle, to 
tir you up by putting you in remembrance, knows 


ing that ſherily I muſt put off this my tabernacle, 
even as the Lord Jeſus Chriſt hath ſhewed- me.” 


ETER was called, carly in life, to be an at- 
tendant on Jeſus Chriſt ; and he continued 
in the ſervice of his Lord to a conſiderable age. - 


Jeſus, after his re ſurrection from the dead, ha- 
ving given this Apoſtle a particular charge to feed 
his flock, affectionately warned him of the trials 
which were before him, and of the death which 
he was to ſuffer in the cauſe of the goſpel. 
& When thou waſt young, thou girdelt thyfelt, and 
walkedſt whither thou wouldſt; but when. thou 
ſhalt be old, thou ſhalt ſtretch forth thy hands, and 
another ſhall gird thee, and carry the whither 
thou wouldſt not. This he ſpake, ſignifying by 


what death Peter ſhould glorify God.“ This pre- 

diction imported, that, in his advanced age, he 

would be impriſoned, 3 and crucified for 
his relation to Jeſus Chriſt. 


Peter wrote this epiſtle in his old age, and 
under the near apprehenſion of his death. He 
fays, © I know, that I muſt {ortly put off this 
my tabernacle, as the Lord Jeſus "Chriſt ſhewed 
me.“ He doubtleſs alludes to the * which 
has juſt been mentioned. 


The thoughts of his approaching diſſolution 
awakened him to zeal and diligence in his min- 
iſterial work. He determined, that he would not 
be negligent to put the believers in remembrance - 
of the things which they knew, and in which they 
were eſtabliſhed—that, as long as he remained in 
this tabernacle, lie would ſtir them up- by repeated 
admonitions—and would endeavor, that, after his 
deceaſe, they might be able always to have in their 


a the things which he had * 
Hem. | 


Thele monks of an al Apoſtle may lead our 
minds into a train of thoughts ſuitable to the ſo- 
lemn occaſion, on winch we are aſſembled. 


I. As Jeſus Chriſt by his blood has pur — 
and by his authority has conſtituted a church in 
the world, fo he has ordained, that there ſhould be 
paſtors and teachers i in it. Peter, who, by the 
immediate call of Chriſt himſelf, was appointed to 

the miniſterial office, profeſſed a ſenſe of its ſacred 
importance, and a reſolution to act in it with fi- 
delity and diligence. And as he was an elder, he 
charged other elders of the church to feed the 
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flock of God, taking the overſight thereof, not by 
conſtraint; but willingly ; not for filthy lucre; 
but of a ready mind,” ne 


When Chriſt commiſſioned his diſciples ol 
forth and preach his goſpel in the world, he aſſu- 
red them, that there ſhould be teachers in his 
church as long as time endured ; and that he 
would always keep them under his ſpecial care 
and protection. 


Saint Paul obſerves; that Chriſt, when he al- 
cended en high, gave paſtors and teachers, for the 
ing of the Saints, for the work of the min- 

iſtry, for the edifying of the body of Chrift, till 
we all come, in the unity of the faith and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, to a perfect man 


to the meafure of the ſtature of the Zulneſs 
Chriſt,” | 


Great is our advantage, that to us are commit! 

ted the oracles of God, which are able to make us 
_ wiſe unto falvation, and to furniſh us unto every 
good work. But fuch is our inattention to the 
intereſts of religion and the concerns of futurity ; 
ſuch is our proneneſs to forget the things which 
we have learned, and to diſregard the things which 
we know, that we need to have them often propo- 
ſed, urged and inculcated—we need line upon 
line, and precept upon precept. Even the pure 


minds of believers Peter © ſtirred up by way of 
remembrance,” | 


A great part of mankind are fo immerſed in the 
cares and occupations of life, that they have nei- 
ther leiſure nor ability for all that ſtudy and read- 
ing, which are neceſſary to the acquiſition of 2 
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competent ſtock of religious knowledge. It is, 
therefore, in great condeſcenſion and goodneſs, 
that God has appointed in his church an order of 
men, who, being ſeparated from the common cares 
of the world, may give attendance to reading, and 


wait on their miniſtring. 


Ihe inſtitution of the Sabbath; and of public 
inſtruction, is one of the principal means of reli- 
gion. If this were diſcontinued, the knowledge ot 
divine things would ſoon be extinguiſhed, or con- 
fined to a few. | 


II. Thoſe whom Chriſt has appointed to be 
teachers in his church, are, like the reſt of the hu- 
man race, fallen and mortal creatures. Peter 1e- 
membered the admonition given him by his Lord, 
at the time when he commanded him to feed his 
ſheep, that he © muſt put off this tabernacle.” 


_ The goſpel miniſtry, though a rich treaſure, is 
put into earthen veſſels. They who preach the 
way of ſalvation are men of like paſſions and infir- 
mities, and ſubject to like temptations and ſuffer- 
ings with thoſe to whom they preach. 


On ſome ſpecial occaſions ſuperior beings have 
been employed to convey divine meſſages to our 
world. But for ordinary inſtructors of mankind 
none have been found ſo ſuitable, as ſome taken 
from among themſelves. 


When the Jews beheld the terrors of Mount Si- 
nai, they faid to Moſes, © Speak thou with us, 
and we will hear; but let not God ſpeak with us, 
leſt we die.” Elihu ſays to Job, „ Behold, I am, 
according to thy wiſh, in God's ſtead : I alſo am 
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formed out of the clay.“ Our bleſſed Lord, 
<« that he might be a merciful and faithful high 
Prieſt, was made in all things like unto his breth- 
ren.“ That he might be able to ſuccour them 
who are tempted, he himſelf ſuffered Fey — 
ed.“ 
| 
The miniſter, being partaker ofthe ſame att | 
and ſubject to the ſame feelings, with other mor- 
tals, can addreſs them in an eafy, tender and fa- 
miliar manner. Being, equally with them, inter- 
eſted in the doctrines which he teaches, and bound 
to the duties which he inculcates, he can urge and 
preſs them with warmer zeal and affection. Being 
a ſharer in the ſame infirmities, afflictions and 
temptations, as his brethren, he may know how 
to pity, caution and comfort them. Being, like 
the reſt of mankind, a fallen, guilty creature, de- 
pendent on the grace of God, and ſubject to a fu- 
ture judgment, he muſt entertain - humble thoughts 
of himſelf, and regard his ſacred office as deſigned, 
not to: elevate him above, but render him uſeful to | 
thoſe around him. 


The treaſure of the goſpel miniſtry, as St. Paul 
obſerves, i is committed to earthen veſſels, that the 
excellency of the power in its ſucceſs may appear 
to be of God, and not of men. He cautions the 
Corinthians, not to glory in men—not to rank 
themſelves under different leaders by the name of 
Paul, or; Apollos; for, ſays he, who is Paul, 
and who. is Apollos, but miniſters by whom ye be- 
lieved, even as the Lord gave to every man. Ihave 

lanted, and Apollos watered, but God gave the 
increaſe. 80 then neither is he that planteth any 
thing nor he that watereth; et ow 1 eck 
the increaſe. 
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III. Our Apoſtle teaches us, that a great part of 
- the work of a miniſter is to remind his people, of 
the things, which they already know. . 


When the Apoſtles went among heathens, who 
had never heard the goſpel, they firſt © opened 
their eyes, and turned them from darkneſs to light.“ 
But when they wrote to thoſe, who had received 
like precious faith with them, and to whom were 
already given all things which pertain to life and 
godlineſs, they conſidered them as needing not in- 
ſtruction only, but alſo admonition and correction. 


They, who have grown up under the preaching 
of the goſpel, may reaſonably be ſuppoſed to poſ- 
ſeſs a competent knowledge of its great and eſſen- 
tial doctrines and precepts—If they need to be in- 
ſtructed in theſe, it is becauſe they, in time paſt, 
have been criminally negligent. The Apoſtle ſharp- 
ly reproves ſome among the Hebrews, becauſe, 
e when, for the time, they might have been teach- 
ers of others, they had ſtill need that one ſhould 
teach them again, what were the firſt principles of 
the oracles of God.” Their ſlow improvement, 
he tells them, was owing to © the dulneſs of their 
hearing.“ Such dull hearers are probably too nu- 
merous in all chriſtian aſſemblies. 


| Beſides theſe, there are many youths, who have 

not had opportunity for much proficiency. On 
their account miniſters muſt often preach the firſt 
principles of the doctrine of Chriſt ; and, in the 
changes of their audience, repeat the ſame things. 


But thoſe Chriſtians, who havin already laid 
the foundation of repentance and of faith toward 
God, are going on to perfection; rather need to be 
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reminded of the things which they have heard, 
than te be inftructed in things which are new. 


Such is the treachery of the human heart 
ſuch a variety of worldly cares are preſſing upon 
us —ſo many temptations await us—ſo apt is our 
Zeal for God to cool, and our reſolution in his ſer- 
vice to languiſh—{o eaſily do we forget what we 
have learned, and ſo watchful is the common ad- 
verſary to {teal away the good thoughts which we 
poſſeſs, that the pureſt minds need often to be ſtir- 
red up by way of remembrance. | 


The Apoſtle © warned every man, and taught 
every man in all wiſdom, that he might preſent ev- 
ery man perfect in Chriſt Jeſus.” To ſpeak the 
ſame things he judged to be ſafe for Chriſtians ; 
and therefore to him it was not grievous.” 


The good miniſter aims, not to amuſe his peo- 
ple with novel and uſeleſs ſpeculations z but to ed- 
ify them in ſubſtantial knowledge and real god- 
lineſs. In his preaching he dwells on the great 
and weighty matters of the goſpel, that his hear- 
ers may have them always in remembrance, and 
thus be farniſhed to every good work. 


The humble chriſtian loves that preaching beſt, 
which comes home to his heart, detects his inward 
corruptions, warms his languid affections, ſtrength- 
ens his feeble reſolutions, and animates him in the 
ſervice of God. | 


4. We are farther taught, that the miniſters of 
Chriſt, from the confideration ef their approach- 
ing diſſolution, ſhould be excited to greater dili- 
gence in the work aſſigned them. Peter © would 
not be negligent, knowing that ſhortly he muſt 
put off this tabernacle,” | 


n 
Death is an event ſo near, certain and intereſt. 
ing, that all, of every age and condition, ought te 
familiarize it to their minds, and live under its ſo- 
lemnizing influence. N 


As miniſters are employed in a work of the great- 
eſt importance —a work which concerns the ſalva- 
tion of multitudes, as well as their own, negligence 
in them is peculiarly criminal. Of all men it el- 
pecially concerns them to anticipate, in their me- 
ditations, the folemn day, when they mult leave 
their people, reſign their charge, retire from theix 
work, and appear before their judge. 


In the mean time, they ſhould watch for ſouls, 
as knowing that they muſt give an account—and 
ſo watch, that they may give up their account with 

joy, and not with grief. | 


As this grand ſcene opens, in nearer view, upon 
their eyes, they ſhould grow more fervent in the 
exerciſe of perſonal religion, and more zealous to 
ee the cauſe of the Redeemer among their 
fellow mortals. It ſhould be to aged miniſters, as 
it was to Peter, an awakening conſideration, that 
& Hortly they muſt put off their tabernacle.” 


On a review of their miniſtry, they may perhaps 
accuſe themſelves of too great remiſſneſs; or, if 
they have aQed with fidelity, there may however, 
be room for greater diligence. At beſt their la- 
bours have been leſs ſucceſsful, than their benevo- 
lence has wiſhed. They know not what the ſtate 
of their people may be in future years—what er- 
rors and corruptions may be introduced among 
them what deceivers may ariſe to draw away dil. 
ciples after them—what difficulties may embarraſs 
their attempts to provide for the continuance of 
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the miniſtry, Such thoughts will poſſeſs the minds 
of faithful miniſters, as they find themſelves ad- 
vancing in life, and apprehend their diflolution to 
be at hand. 


And they will feel a deep concern to guard their 
people againſt the dan gers which threaten them, 
as well as to provide comfort for their own ſouls 
in the day of their departure, Paul fays to the el- 
ders of the church of Epheſus, ** I have not ſhun. 
ned to declare unto you all the counſel of God. 
Take heed therefore unto yourſelves, and to all the 
flock over which the holy Ghoſt hath made you 
overſeers, to feed the church of God, which he 
hath purchaſed with his own blood. For I know, 
that, after my departure ſhall grievous wolves en- 
ter in among you, not ſparing the flock. Alſo of 
your own ſelves ſhall men ariſe, ſpeakmg perverſe 
things to draw away diſciples after them. There- 
fore watch, and remember that I have not ceaſed 
to warn every one, day and night with tears.“ 
As the conſideration of his departure excited him 
to diligence, ſo a review of his diligence brought 
him comfort at his departure. © Iam ready to be 
offered, and the time of my departure is at hand, 
I have fought a good fight; I have finiſhed my 
courſe ; I have kept the faith: Henceforth there 
is laid up for me a crown of righteouſneſs. “ 


5. If a miniſter, from the conſideration of his 
mortality, ſhould be excited to fidelity in the ſer- 
vice of his people; they, from the ſame conſidera- 
tion, ſhould be awakened to diligence in attending 
on his miniſtry. If he muſt ſtir up their minds by 

putting them in remembrance, they muſt give ear- 
_ neſt heed to the things which they hear, leſt by 
any means they ſhould let them (lip, 
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When we view ourſelves as tranſient mortals, 
Joon to quit this probationary ſtate, and enter on 
a ſtate of everlaſting retribution, nothing can be, 
or /cem to be of much importance to us, but that 
diligence in duty—that fidelity to God—that ben- 
eficence to mankind—and that attention to our own 
ſouls, which will give peace to the conſcience, en- 
ſure the divine approbation, and entitle to the re- 
wards of immortality. 


It is amazing, that when we ſee ourſelves in a 
dying world, and know that we are only proba- 
tioners here, our thoughts can be ſo much abſorb- 
ed in the things of time, and ſo little employed on 
thoſe mighty ſcenes which ſoon will open upon 
our ſight. 


0 Every thing around us tells us, we are mortal — 
teils us, we are accountable; and urges us to dili- 
gence in the work aſſigned us. 


We daily ſee one and another of our fellow 
mortals dropping by our ſide. Some will ſoon ſee 
us fall in the fame manner. The miniſter is fre- 

quently called to the mournful office of attending 
the dying bed of a beloved member of his flock. 
There is a time, when people behold their miniſ- 
ter putting off his tabernacle. Such ſcenes ſhould 
awaken miniſters and people to ſtrive together in 
their labours and prayers for the ſalvation of im- 
mortal ſouls, and the general intereſt of Chriſt's 
3 


Such a ſcene is now before us, there lies, in 
mournful ruins, the earthly tabernacle, which the 
aged paſtor of this church has juſt put off. The 
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immortal inhabitant, we truſt, has aſcended to 
dwell witk his Lord, which is far better than to 
abide in the fleſh. - 8 R 


Doctor Gar, was born in Dedham, near Boſton, 
in May 1718, received the honours of Harvard 
Univerſity in July 1737, and was ordained to the 
miniſterial office in this town in January 1742. He 
lived to furpaſs the 54th year of his miniſtry, and 
almoſt to complete the 78th year of his age. It is 
remarkablc, that, of ſeven brethren, the Doctor is 
the firſt who has deceaſed ; and, of the ſix who ſur- 
vive, four are more than ſeventy, and the youngeſt 
more than ſixty years of age. 1805 


The Doctor was ſo extenſively known, and, 
where he was known, ſo univerſally eſteemed, that 
a full portrait of his character is unneceſſary, and 
will not here be attempted. Some general touch- 
es, however, may be of uſe to aſſiſt us in improving 


the death, and retaining the remembrance of ſo 
good and amiable a miniſter, 


| He was a man of a ſtrong mind and ſuperior 
learning, of a clear and diſcerning intellect, a cool 
and penetrating judgment, unſhaken fortitude and 
inflexible integrity. In converſation he was pleaſ- 
ant and inſtructive, and ſometimes agreeably face- 
tious, and innocently humorous. He was eaſy of 
acceſs, given to hoſpitality, faithful in his friend- 
ſhips, free from diſſimulation, tender in domeſtic 


relations a moſt obliging neighbor, and a lover 
of mankind, 


He was an able and learned Divine—a ſcribe 
well inſtructed into the kingdom of God, bring- 
ing forth out of his treaſure things new and old. 
He was a wiſe and judicious counſellor, and an 
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entertaining and inſtruQtive preacher. His pub- 
lic diſcourſes were compoſed, with attention, and 
enriched with ſentiment. His thoughts were 
naturally arranged and clearly expreſſed. His 
{tle was neat, pure and elegant, yet eaſy and fa- 
miliar ; and while it deſcended to: the loweſt capa- 

city, it was ſuited to the moſt refined taſte. 


His is Laridlaants were formed on the gol. 
pel plan; not on human ereeds. Attached to no 
fyſtem, and calling no man maſter, he repaired di- 
realy to the fountain of truth, that from thence 
he might draw divine. knowledge. pure and un- 
corrupt. 


The dodrines of grace were conſpicuous in his 
diſcourſes. He preached them abundantly and 
preached them in the apgſtolic manner—in a man- 
ner which tended to exalt the glory of God, hum- 
ble the pride of man, and evince the neceſſity of 
repentance, holineſs and good works. 


He was ſteady in his principles; ; but, deſpiſing 
bigotry, he ever manifeſted an amiable liberality 
of ſpirit. He never was ſevere to cenſure, or for- 
ward to condemn thoſe of different ſentiments ; 
but diſpoſed to think candidly, and hope charita- 
bly of all, who appeared to * the chriſtian 
temper. 


As prudence marked, ſo peace attended his ſteps 
thro? the whole courſe of his miniſtry; and the 
harmony with which it commenced, has, without 
interruption, been continued to the cloſe. 


In a word, he paſſed thro? * life. with a character 


pure and unſtained, and finiſhed his courſe with the 
ſerenity of chriſtian hope. | 


I 
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In the latter part of his life, he ſuffered much 

from bodily diſorders, which often confined him 

for weeks together. But before he was wholly ' 
diſabled from the labours of the miniſtry, he was 

happy to ſee his people diſpoſed to provide him an 
aſſiſtant, and united in the choice of his ſon to lerve g 

with him in the goſpel. 5 \ 


After this tranſaQion, he, under increaſing in- 
firmities, protracted his life three years, -and then - 
cloſed this mortal ſcene. 


My brethreniof this church and ſociety ; 


Your caſe brings to our mind that of the Jaws 
iſh church at the death of Aaron the high prieſt. 


The aged prieſt was warned of his approach- 
ing death, and commanded to go up into mount 
Hor, that he might die there. The good man 
obeyed without reluctance. That there might be 

no interruption of the prieſthood, Eleazar his ſon, 
by divine direction, aſcended with him. And there 
the . pontifical robes were taken from the father 
1 and put upon the ſon. Then Aaron died on the 
mount, and Eleazar came down to the people. 
And when all the congregation ſaw, that Aaron 


was dead, tho? they loved the ſon, yet they mourn- 
ed the death of the father. 


The prieſts are not ſuffered to continue by ri rea- 
ſon of death: But, among you, the prieſthood has 
ſuffered little interruption. 


After the death of your firſt miniſter, the vacan- 
cy was ſupplied in leſs than two years. After the 
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death of the ſecond, it continued only à few 
months. In the preſent change, the miniſtry has 
not ceaſed at all. In the ſpace of almoſt a centu- 
ry, you have been deſtitute of an ordained miniſ- 
ter, no more than two years and ſeven months. 


u becomes you thankfully to regard the partic- 
ular care, which the great head of the church has 
xerciſed over you. | 


The death of Doctor Gay is ſenſibly felt, and 
ſincerely lamented by you all; and eſpecially by 
thoſe ho have known him from the beginning of 
his miniſtry. A connection ſo long continued, ſo 
uſeful and ſo pleaſant, cannot be broken without 
heart-felt anguiſh, It is a painful thought, that 

ou can no more hear his voice, enjoy his conver- 
tion, nor join in his devotions. But rejoice in 
the goodneſs of God, which has preſerved him 
among you to fo reſpectable an age, and rendered 
his miniſtry ſo profitable to you. Let his death 
deeply impreſs on your hearts the things which 
you have heard from his mouth, that now, after 
his deceaſe, you may have them always in remem- 
brance. Bleſs the God of the ſpirits of all fleſh, 
who has raiſed up in the houſe of his ſervant a paf- 
tor for you, and has ſet a man over this congre- 
gation, to go in and out before them, that they 
might not be as ſheep which have no ſhepherd, 
Strengthen and encourage the heart of your young 
paſtor by a faithful attendance on his miniſtry, and 
by peace among yourfelves. Shew kindneſs to 
the dead by your attention to and prayers for his 
afflicted family, eſpecially his ſurviving partner, 
now ſtooping under her ſorrow, and mourning a 
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We wiſh you, Madam, thoſe divine conſolations, 
which are not ſmall. 


Vour departed friend has inſtruQted many 5 his 
words have ſtrengthened the weak and up- 
holden him that was falling. His counſels to them, 
who have felt afflictions like yours, often have you 
heard; and you will now have them daily in re- 
membrance. His removal will be a new motive 
to call off your thoughts and affections from earth, 
and direct them to heaven; you will contemplate 

the approaching day, when you muſt put off your 
tabernacle. You will apply the gracious promiſes, 
which God has made to — afflicted, and eſpecial- 
ly to the widow, you will follow them, who, thro* 
faith and patience inherit the promiſes. You will 
look unto: Jeſus, who, for the joy ſet before him, 
endured the croſs, and is now ſet down on the 
throne of God; and who from thence hears the 
humble prayers of the forrowful, and anſwers them 
with ſufficient grace. The experience which you 
have already had of the goodneſs of God, in pla- 
cing your eldeſt fon in his preſent connection, will 
awaken in you ſentiments of gratitude, and'encour- 
age your future reliance on his providence. 


May you, the children of the deceaſed, while you 
mourn your loſs in the removal of ſo excellent a 
parent, remember, with gratitude, the ſuperior ad. 
vantages which you have enjoyed under his pru- 
dent and faithful care. Yow are witneſſes, how 
holily, juſtly and unblamably he behaved himſelf 
among you; and you know how he comforted, 
exhorted and charged every one of you; as a father 
ought his children, that you would walk worthy 
of God, who hath called you to Hr kingdom and 
glory. ” While he was in this tabernacle, he was - 
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not negligent to put you in mind of theſe things, 
that ye might know them, and be eſtabliſhed in 
them. Endeavour now, after his deceaſe, to haye 
them always in remembrance. 


Comfort your ſurviving parent, whoſe perſonal 
_ affliction is augmented by the ſhare which ſhe takes 
in yours. She will be comforted over you, in all 
her affliction and diſtreſs, by your faith; for now 
ſhe lives, if you ſtand faſt in the Lord. 


Lon, my young brother in the miniſtry, will, in 
your ſituation, naturally care for her. The ex- 
emplary attention, which you paid to your father, 
under all his infirmities, forbids the ſmalleſt ſuſ- 
picion, that you will forget your mother, when ſhe 
is old. Let me apply the tender intimation of Je- 
Tus from the croſs. Behold thy mother. Wo- 
man dehold thy lon." | 


My other as the aged prieſt is paired to 
his people, and you are clothed with his garments, 
you will conſider, that the garments are holy, and 
will watch to keep them unſtained. You will re- 
member, that to this ſacred attire belongs a mitre 
for the head, on which is written, HoLINEss To 
THE LoRD; and a breaſtplate ncar the heart, in 


which are wrought the names * the children of Iſ- 
en * 


Let holineſs be conſpicuous i in your life, and in 
all things ſhew yourſelf a pattern of good works. 
Bear the people on your heart continually, when 
you come before God. Let their names be writ. 
ten on your breaſt, in letters of love, when you en. 

ter into me holy place. 
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The prieſtly robes will not ſecure from death. 
Your father, where is he? Be not negligent in 
your work, knowing that ſhortly you muſt put off 
this tabernacle, asthe Lord this day has ſhewed you. 


Of the ſurviving brethren one only is preſent to 
join the ſolemn train of mourners. The admoni- 
tions daily given him by the infirmities of age, are 
enforced by the death of a brother, that he mult 
toon put oft his tabernacle. 


We wiſh you, fir, an abundant fapply of the 
grace of God, to comfort you in your ſorrow, to 
direct your improvement of the preſent affliction, 


and to aſſiſt your preparation for your own depar- 
deren | 


May you be able to take pleaſure in infiradies, 
knowing that the power of Chriſt reſteth upon you, 


and that your falvation is nearer, than when you 
believed. Filled with the hopes of religion, may 


you forget the ſorrows of lite, or remember them 
as waters, which paſs away. May your age be 
clearer than the noon ; may it ſhine forth as the 


morning ; may you take your reſt in ſafety, and 
be ſecure becauſe there is hope. 


Ny brethren in the miniſtry have already appli- 
ed to themſelves our preſent ſubject, and the provi- 
| dence which has pointed us to it. They need not 
my admonition to put them in remembrance. 


Every death, which falls under our notice, eſ- 
pecially the death of a miniſter, reminds us, that 
we muſt put off our tabernacle. To ſome of us 
the time is near. Our aged friend and counſellor 

is gone. We find ourſelves drawing after him, 
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Let us fill our remaining days with diligence in 
our work, and not reckon our own lives dear to 
ourſelves, that we may finiſh our courſe with joy, 
and the miniſtry which we have received of the 
Lord Jeſus to teſtify the goſpel of the grace of God. 


The inſtitution of the holy ſupper was the haſt 
act of Chriſt's public miniſtry, The adminſtration 
of that ordinance was the laſt miniſterial a& of this 
his deceaſed ſervant. At this table and in the 
time of the communion, he received from his Lord 
the laſt remarkable warning that he muſt ſhortly 
put off his tabernacle. . N 


It was a day peculiarly ſolemn, as being the laſt, 
in which he was allowed to come into the houſe 
of the Lord, break the bread of his table, and bleſs 


the people in his name. 


The day is coming with reſpect ma 
when it may be ſaid, & This is the laſt time. 


Let the miniſter realize, that there will be a laſt 
time, when he ſhall meet his people in the ſanctua - 
ry: Let them conſider, that there will be a laſt time, 
when they ſhall hear the word of God from his 
mouth. Let him ſpeak as a dying man to mortal 
hearers. Let them ſo receive the word, that, af. 
ter his deceaſe, they may have it always in remem- 
brance. ö . 50 hen tt 


The parent ſhould remember, that there will be 
a laſt time, when he ſhall be able to inſtruc and 
counſel his children, and to pray with them and 
for them: They ſhould remember, that the day 
is coming, when they ſhall enjoy his parental aſ- 
ſiſtance no more. Let children obey their parents 
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in all things which are pleaſing to God. Let the 


parent bring up his children in the nurture and 


admonition of the Lord. | ay 


Friends and neighbors often meet to ſpend a ſo- 


cial hour and cheer each other's hearts. Relatives, 
who, in the viciſſitude of human affairs, are placed 
at a diſtance from each other, now and then ex- 
change their kind and pleaſant viſits, and thus re- 


vive the friendly feelings, and preſerve the tecip- 


rol affections, which by abſence, began to lan- 
guiſh. But the time is coming, when this conviv- 
ial circle will be broken up, and this cordial inter- 


change of viſits will be diſcontinued. ; 
There will be a laſt tine when-this, and that 


companion will ſit down at the ſocial board—a laſt 
time when the aged father will collect is fainting 
ſpirits to viſit a diſtant child; or the child ,prompt- 
ed by filial duty, will pay a viſit to his declining 
parent—a laſt time, when brother, and brother. 
will meet in the old paternal manſion, to refreſiz 
the heart of the parent, and to participate in each 
other's joy. The meeting ſoon will be of a differ- 
ent complexion, and for a different purpoſe, to de- 
poſit in the duſt the faithful guide of their youth, 
_ divide among them the ſubſtance which he has 
left. 


How careful ſhould we be to render our ſocial 


interviews beneficial, by cultivating peace and 


friendſhip, by ſuggeſting ſentiments of piety and by 
animating each other in the heavenly courſe. 


This is doubtleſs the laſt time, that we all ſhall 


meet in the ſame worſhipping aſſembly. Some of 


us mult /bortly put off this tabernacle, Let us dai- 
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ly contemplate o our + chang 8e, and ſtand reared to 

meet it. 

Let us follow peace with all men and holineſs, 

without which no man ſhall ſee the Lord, looking 

diligently leſt any man fail of the grace of God. 

Let us hold faſt the profeſſion of our faith without 

wavering, and eonſider one another to provoke 

unto love and good works; not forfaking the aſ- 

ſembling of ourſelves together, but exhorting one 
another, and ſo much the more, as we ſee the Uay 


| approaclung. 9 


« The end of all things is is at hand; let us there- 
fore be ſober and watch unto prayer ; and above all 
"JE have fervent chanty among ourſelves.” 


Happy they, whom their Lord, when he com: 
eth, ſhall find ſo doing. 
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